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FIRST THE BLADE
By David Sedlacek
First the Blade is a ministry to seminary families that was
initiated by seminary faculty who saw the struggles of many
seminary student families to support their children’s education in the Adventist school system. Its initial vision was
to provide limited funding for Adventist education for these
children. As the ministry has evolved, its mission and vision
have expanded to include other forms of support for seminary student families that includes resourcing, counseling,
parents’ night out, and other new ventures such as a children’s author program.
Staffing for First the Blade includes a faculty coordinator
currently from the Department of Discipleship & Religious
Education, seminary students who choose First the Blade as
their Theological Field Education internship experience, and
social work students who do either their first- or secondyear field placement with First the Blade under the supervision of the faculty coordinator. Students can also do their
MA (religious education) family ministry practicum with First
the Blade.

Scholarship Funds for Adventist
Christian Education
Each month, an offering is collected at one seminary worship service in order to provide funds for scholarships for the
Adventist education of the children of seminary students
who cannot fund this education by themselves. Donations
also come from other faculty, staff and community sources.
Students apply for these funds on an application form provided by the ministry. While the seminary family is committed to supporting the children of the men and women
who study here, our experience over the past few years
has shown that what we can provide alone falls far short of
meeting the complete needs of student families. Depending
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upon the amount that comes in during both the fall and
spring semesters, we have been able to give amounts ranging from $125–$350 per child per semester. There are still
many seminary student families who cannot afford to send
their children to Adventist schools due to a lack of funds on
their part as well as our inability to help enough. We believe
that our vision has been too small. We serve a big God who is
well able to make it possible for any seminary student family
to send their children to an Adventist school, be it elementary, academy or university. Our new vision is in harmony
with God’s more-than-abundant provision. Therefore, our
goal is to fund an endowment program that would be sufficient to provide funds for every seminary family to enroll
their children in Adventist education. If you feel impressed
to assist in meeting this goal, please prayerfully make a
generous tax-deductible contribution through the Andrew
University Giving website: vault.andrews.edu/vault/app/
pages/advancement/login/development. Locate the “I Want
to Invest In” link and scroll to the First the Blade Scholarship
Fund. Thank you in advance for your help. Contributions to
First the Blade are tax deductible.

Other First the Blade Services
The creative energy of seminary and social work students is greatly appreciated as they design programs that
are helpful to seminary student families. We survey families
to discover some of their real needs and below are some of
the services we have found that resonate with them.
(1) Parents’ Night Out: Students are very busy with
classes, reading, papers and other projects. Most of them
also must work to provide for their family’s needs. Often
they are too busy to spend enough time nurturing their relationship with one another. Therefore, First the Blade plans
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nights where we provide organized childcare experiences
is recognized randomly, just because they are, something
while parents enjoy time with one another. These have been
special happens in the heart that draws that person closer
greatly appreciated breaks for parents.
to God. That is the purpose of this initiative.
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